Phonics Information Phonics Levels and Associated Sounds

Early Phonics — At the Beginning of Reception

We teach children to read using a systematic phonics approach. Orange

We start by teaching children to identify individual letter gockeurhbflckffllss

sounds, for example, we teach children to say sssss when they Yellow

see the letter s. These letter sounds are split into seven groups, jvwxyz 22 ch sh th ng qu
reen

which we have associated with a colour to allow for easier
identification. Once children have learnt the red letter sounds,
we begin to teach children to read and write simple words.
Initially, children learn to read cvc words (consonant, vowel,
consonant words) such as sip, tap and mat.

ai ee igh oa oo 0o or ar oor ow ow

Flashcards

Once a child knows the first few letter sounds, we begin sending
home a set of phonic flashcards. These will either contain single
letter sounds or simple cvc words. We ask for parents or carers
to practise these each night after school with their child. These
flashcards help to reinforce what children have learnt in school
during their phonics lessons.

We give each child the opportunity to practise the sounds on
their flashcards each day at school. If a child knows the sound or
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word on their flashcard, we give them a tick. Once a child has ph
three ticks on their flashcard we give them a new flashcard to wh
work on. Please do not tick your child’s flashcards, this is only ay a-e (ai) - plus awareness of eigh, ey, ei,
for school staff. y, a

i-e (igh) - plus awareness of i
ew ue u-e (00)
0-e o oe (oa, ow)
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If a child is working on red level their flashcards will be on red
coloured card. We do this for orange, yellow, green and blue

flashcards. Children will also have one white flashcard. White
flashcards will have a tricky word printed on it. Tricky words
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to read these words as a whole word. Children are taught Gold
that words on coloured card can be sounded out and

Building fluency, expression and
words on white card are read as a whole. 9 ‘f 4 exp

comprehension
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We start to give children a reading book once they are able to read cvc words containing red sounds. See reading
FAQs for additional information.

Pronunciation of Letter Sounds

When teaching children to read, we are very careful to say each sound correctly. We aim to keep sounds as short as
possible and to avoid adding additional voice sounds to a letter sounds. For example, when saying the sound that the
letter s makes we say sssssssss. We are very careful to avoid saying suh. See the following video for additional
information about pronunciation of individual sounds Phonics: How to pronounce pure sounds | Oxford Owl -
YouTube or speak to a member of staff for additional information.

Digraphs and Trigraphs

During red and orange levels, children are taught to say the sound associated with each letter, for example, children
learn that the letter f makes a fffffff sound.

As children move through orange and yellow they begin to learn about digraphs. A digraph is two letters that make
one sound, for example, in the word rain the ‘ai’ sound is made up of the letters ‘a’ and ‘i’, but together they make
one sound ‘ai’. As children progress through the levels, they start to learn about trigraphs. A trigraph is three letters
that make one sound, such as the ‘igh’ sound in the word ‘light’.

Phonic Phrases

We use phrases and images to help children to remember how to write each of the letters. Most of the images and
phrases are from the Read Write inc. phonics programme. The later phrases and images help children to remember
the sound made by a particular digraph or a trigraph.
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